
Page
Effective Date:1998-06-01

Y2k Policy No.Y2k-1

1

Year 2000 Project

Policy

Policy Title:  Year 2000 (Y2k) Inventory Requirements

Statement of Policy:

Each JPL Directorate or equivalent organization shall inventory the software, firmware,
and hardware items under its cognizance.  For each item, the Directorate shall either:
• Assess the  ability of the item to satisfy the JPL Year 2000 Compliance Requirements

and track the progress of any needed remediation; or
• Indicate the date when the item will be removed from use.

Applicability:

This policy applies to all JPL organizations.

This policy applies to a software, firmware, or information-processing hardware item if:
• The item is part of any JPL product or service that the organization delivers to other

organizations that are either external or internal to JPL.
• The item is used to develop or support any JPL product or service that the

organization delivers to other organizations that are either external or internal to JPL.
• The item is used to support the development or operation of another year 2000

inventoried item.
• The function of the hardware item is dependent upon embedded information

processing elements.

Applicable ISO 9001 Elements:

4.5 Document and Data Control
4.8 Product Identification and Traceability
4.12 Inspection and Test Status
4.13 Control of Nonconforming Product
4.14 Corrective and Preventive Action
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Source:

Law or Regulation:
• Executive Order, YEAR 2000 CONVERSION, dated 4 February 1998.
• Office of Management and Budget Circular, M-98-02, MEMORANDUM FOR THE

HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, dated 20 January
1998.

• Program Commitment Agreement, NASA YEAR 2000 (Y2k) PROGRAM, (in
review).

JPL Executive Direction:

• D-14547-1, JPL YEAR 2000 (Y2k) IMPLEMENTATION INTEGRATION
PROJECT PLAN, dated 20 February 1998.

• JPL Year 2000 Compliance Requirements available at
http://newproducts.jpl.nasa.gov/travel/jplreq.pdf

Rationale:

Defects due to incorrect processing of date information by software, firmware, or
hardware can cause flawed data or outright failure of systems.  The periods of high risk
are at a number of transition dates involving calendar and fiscal years 1999 and 2000 and
operation during these and subsequent years.  Therefore, it is prudent and Federal
Government policy to identify, evaluate, and remediate information processing software,
firmware, and hardware for Y2k defects that could disrupt government operated systems.

Consequences:

Failure to rigorously seek out and remediate Y2k defects could result in failures of JPL
systems.  The consequences can range from merely inconvenient to catastrophic with
significant financial, scientific, or political loss.

Related Policies:

None

Policy Authority Approval:

Richard P. Mathison
Y2k Project Manager
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Performance Standard:

The goal is to inventory and evaluate 100% of the items that are within the applicability of
this policy.

Frequently Asked Questions:

1.  Does this policy apply to a Principal Investigator’s personal software?
No, unless it meets any one of the conditions stated under Applicability.

Change History:

This Revision:

Effective Date:  28 May 1998
Revision No.:  0
Policy Authority:
Description:  Initial issue

References:

GAO/AIMD-10.1.14, Year 2000 Computing Crisis: An Assessment Guide, September
1997.

Procedures:

See “JPL Inventory” available at http://newproducts.jpl.nasa.gov/travel/invproc.pdf


